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Regards Citoyens?

● « Citizen Watch »

● 2009 : 4 volunteers taking 
interest into the Parliament

● Using technical skills to 
provide tools for everyone

● About 10 active members

● Budget ≈ 4000 € / yr
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State of the participation in France

● Over the last decades: mostly failed consultations

missing context, oriented debates, selected speakers...

● Concertation today: no more than a playground for 
citizens to express themselves

→ Validate pre-mashed policy decisions

● Open Government Partnership:
● Young member

● Lots of promises

● France elected president
while action plan only next June
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Transparency & accountability: leverages

● Decision making quite transparent for a while...

… at least on the Parliament level

● Misbalance due to the complexity of the processus

→ professional lobbies well organized

→ only motivated & concerned citizens from civil society
 

● Regards Citoyens: entirely volunteer organisation

→ not enough time to organize participation

→ enable it with monitoring and accountability tools



Regards Citoyens – Benjamin Ooghe-Tabanou 5

NosDéputés.fr  &  NosSénateurs.fr

● Monitor & value activity from 
members of the Parliament
 

● Reuse the vast amount of 
information from official 
websites (Parliament and 
Official Gazette)
 

● Automatic updates
every 8 hours
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Renew the link officials ↔ citizens

● Accountability in a few minutes/clicks
 

● Identify your MP
 

● Follow the activity
 

● Access complete
works
 

● Comment the work
and establish a dialogue
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Provide a synthetical approach

National 
Assembly

Senate
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Search & Track parliament's activity 

Search engine with RSS & e-mail alerts
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Linkify object for better understanding
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The Law Factory: 270 adopted texts
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The Law Factory: see the text evolve
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The Law Factory: explore the debates
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Explore MPs political proximity
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Sources & limitations

Transforming bills into data can be complex

missing pieces, partial bills, errata, tables, ...

→  only 70% of adopted bills
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OpenData without even knowing it !

● 75% of the time spent collecting
and recreating data

● Enable reusers via
data redistribution

● Data must be reusable:

→ Free + Openly licenced + Structured (open formats)

● Lobby officials to get them to publish directly as data
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Gather citizens with crowdsourcing 1/2

Extract lists of lobbies hearing from Assembly's reports

1174 reports · 16860 names · 3214 citizens · 2 weeks
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Gather citizens with crowdsourcing 2/2

Digitize MPs handwritten interests declarations

925 MPs · 11000 pieces of PDFs · 7924 citizens · 10 days
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Lots possible, a few requirements

● Transparency = root of democracy:
● FOI, official gazette, official websites...
● Public Open Data

● Participation tools require:
● Transparency
● Inclusion & neutrality
● Adaptation to citizens, not the opposite

● Political announces are not actions



Thanks for your attention!

www.RegardsCitoyens.org

contact@regardscitoyens.org
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